October 21st, 2001
Hi Gavin

Letter writing time again. It doesn’t seem long sine writing the last one a week ago! Thanks for your e-mails. Good to get them. A pity you have to sell the jeep, but you will be able to get something similar later on. Probably the best thing to do at the moment though. You mentioned getting my letter from Turkey. Which one? Including today’s instalment, I have written five.  So you should have numbers 1 – 3 by now anyway. The photos don’t come out very well printed in black-and-white; look much better in colour which is how the girls see them as I send them by use e-mail. I guess, reading between the lines, that you may have been sent somewhere by now. So, I am not sure if mail will be redirected to you or not. I hope so. The latest news reports are that some special forces units have already been into Afghanistan (probably also with the SAS, but Britain never comments about SAS missions). One fear expressed is that the bombing will drive many of the Taliban into the hills where they will have a huge advantage over the special forces who do not know the area. The Russians certainly found that out when they invaded Afghanistan!

The main news here in the past week has been the APEC (Asian Pacific Economic Conference) meeting in Shanghai. Leaders from all the Asia-Pacific rim countries there (including Argentina, though I am not sure how they qualify as a Pacific or Asian country!). George Bush arrived earlier than expected. he was supposed to be staying in a high-rise hotel, but for obvious reasons, requested to be put up in low-rise accommodation.  In Hong Kong, the Cathay Pacific Airways pilots have called off their work to rule. I am not surprised that that has happened. The company has also asked many of its cabin staff to take no-paid leave. Some hotels are doing the same thing. In fact, the unemployment rate is now above 5% of the workforce and heading for 6%, the highest it has (ever?) been. The trial has started for those disgruntled right-of-abode seekers involved in the attack in the Immigration Department office last year when they ignited paint thinner resulting in the deaths of an Immigration Dept official and one of their own.  

Temperatures still about 28OC. Probably not cool for you, but a noticeable drop here. But nice for swimming. The other day, instead of me being one of the few swimming, there were a lot of people in the pool. Most of them were the gym/pool staff who were in the pool to clean it. The hotel manager was also with them. 

You didn’t mention whether or not you received the $500 I transferred into your account a few weeks ago to help with your increased vehicle insurance. But now that you are selling the jeep, there is no need to return the money. However, put it into your savings account.  What interest rate does your bank give you? Probably quite low. In HK, it is now only 0.5% a year; because the HK dollar is linked to the US dollar, HK has to change its rates each time the US does, otherwise there would be a lot of money transferred one way or the other to get the better interest rates. 

Not much else to write about this week. Try to let me know what is happening to you. Thinking of you. Cheers.

Dad

PS: I will again send this letter by both e-mail and by ordinary mail in case you can access you friend’s computer again. But I will send the Turkey instalment just by post. 
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